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   The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) points out that the fastest growing form of food 
production in the world is aquaculture.  Globally, nearly half 
the fish consumed by humans is produced by fish farms, and 
the worldwide trend toward aquaculture production is expected 
to continue.  Total U.S. aquaculture production is about 
$1 billion annually, compared to world aquaculture production 
of about $70 billion.  About 20 percent of that is marine fish species.
   In September, NOAA allowed a plan to move forward that 
would establish fish farms in the Gulf of Mexico in offshore 
pens.  Nearly 40 lawmakers in June asked the Commerce 
Department to reject the plan, citing environmental concerns.
   Aqua Green is an alternative to ocean fish farms – raising 
them in land-based tanks.
   A cornerstone of the company’s vision is that it can deliver 
fresh fillets to the market within 18 hours from harvest as 
opposed to the four or five days for seafood from Central or 
South America.
   “We can do it here,” said Cuneo, who points out that right 
now Aqua Green’s effort is a “boutique” type operation 
designed to address local demand.  “The idea is for us to 
provide healthy fish growing in the United States under 
control of the USDA.”
   More than two years ago at a meeting at the Gulf Coast 
Research Lab in Ocean Springs, economic development 
officials were told that aquaculture could play a significant role 
in the economic development of South Mississippi.
   Speakers said that more than 80 percent of seafood

Americans consume is imported, and 40 percent of that is the 
product of foreign marine aquaculture operations.  They were 
told that a window of opportunity exists to develop a domestic 
marine aquaculture industry that will create new avenues of 
environmentally responsible economic growth while helping 
sustain traditional commercial and recreational fishing 
industries.
   Tilapia and redfish are currently being produced, but 
more is in store.
   “We’re experimenting with the commercialization of 
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said Cuneo, who said growth is in the cards, in part because 
of the research.
   The research effort provides a location where scientists, 
students, and members of the industry can test theories and 
production methods for all aspects of finfish aquaculture in 
a controlled environment, said Cuneo.
   In addition to the operation in Mississippi, Aqua Green 
also has a facility in Canyon City, Colo.  It established an 
agreement with the Colorado Correctional Department to 
grow, harvest and process tilapia at correctional facilities.
   The ultimate goal is to help turn the tide on the importation 
of fish from foreign farms and return it to domestic farmers. 
One benefit is the U.S. fish farmers must meet the high quality 
standard imposed by state and the federal regulators.
   “The development of these systems and production strategies 
will increase diversity in the aquaculture industry, increase 
employment opportunities for rural America, and enhance 
food bio-security,” Cuneo said. - David Tortorano


